








REP 17/2 – (The Gosport Project) - Section 7 continued 
 
The Strategy, as is relates to redevelopment and regeneration, is currently ineffective 
as it seems to focus on the construction and development aspects, and leave out 
other activities that would have a significant impact on the perception of the Mumby 
Rd approach to Gosport Waterfront 
  
Urban regeneration is affected by a number of things. One of these, as defined in the 
Strategy is the visual impact of an area (realm). Gosport has huge potential of 
providing a positive visual impact to visitors arriving either by road, or by ferry that 
can create a similarly more positive effect on regeneration. In particular the quality of 
architecture, on the whole is both diverse and of high quality. There are however 3 
areas not defined in the strategy which need to be addressed to provide this 
consistently positive impact. This could be as simple as the inclusion of green walls 
to hide unsightly sites, or may require reworking to have the desire affect. 
  
a. Gas Depot to west of St George Barracks North 
  
This site, surrounded by brick fences topped with barbed wire, is unfortunately 
located right next to the sympathetic and well considered developments at the 
junction of Mumby Road and Spring Garden Lane, the station development, and 
those of Royal Clarence Yard and St George’s Barracks. 
  
The implementation of a green wall, and repositioning of the barbed wire would vastly 
improve this area, and provide a more pleasant environment for residents and 
visitors. 
  
b. Parade of shops opposite Waterfront and bus depot 
  
This parade is both a deeply unpleasant vista for visitors arriving and an exciting 
opportunity to radically improve the Waterfront realm. Refronting this parade, and 
extending the pavement cover in a sympathetic style would provide (along with the 
bus depot redevelopment) a vista impact as positive as the current one is negative. 
  
c. Buildings on either side of the entrance to the High Street from Mumby Road 
  
LP4 -  
Specific areas to be addressed within Waterfront development. As with the shops, 
these ugly buildings act as a negative introduction and an active deterrent to entering 
the High Street. Refronting these in a more historically sympathetic style would add 
hugely to the High Street’s appeal, as well as vastly increasing the value of the 
properties. This is a historically vital part of Gosport, as well as being core to the 
definition of the visual realm. 
  
As well as these, there are 4 sites within the defined Waterfront development area 
which could be quickly and simply improved for an immediately improved impact. 
  
a. Light industrial site south of Waterside Medical Centre 
  
Recognised as an area of development in the Strategy, these eyesore sites are 
currently underused, and taking up valuable waterfront space that should be 
developed. 
  
b. ‘Old School’ building and adjacent plots 
  



This building is actually a fine example of a Victorian school building, but has been 
fronted with a later extension that detracts from the potential visual impact of the 
area. 
  
c. Boat rack and car park of Gosport Marina 
  
As with the Gas Depot, this site, while offering services to visitors is an active 
eyesore, with rusting chicken wire fencing allowing a view of a car park, a rack of 
motorboats, and very limited views of Portsmouth Harbour at ground level. It does 
however offer better views of the water from the first and second storey of the flats 
opposite. This site would be radically improved by the implementation of a green wall 
to replace the chicken wire, blocking the view of the car park and rack at street level 
while still allowing a view to the residents. 
  
d. STS Defence building 
  
This building is the antithesis of the surrounding realm - a sixties block with little 
visual appeal. This form can be broken and made to feel more in keeping through the 
use of climbing plants or a green wall. 
 




